TAD A4.5 (Cowley 27; Sachau pl. 75)
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A4.5 Cowley 27 (Strasbourg P. Aram. 2 = Sachau Plate 75) 27 "71kp
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Draft Petition for Reconstruction of Temple )

’ 410 B.C.E. or slightly later
RECTO COLUMN 1

(CA. 3 LINES MISSING)
1 we grew/increased, detachments of the Egyptians rebelled. We did not leave our posts

2(ERASURE: and anything of) damage was not found in us. _

In year 14 of [Ki]ng Darius, when our lord Arsames 3went to the king, this is the evil act
which the priests of Khnub the god [di]d in Elephantine the fortress %n agreement with Vidranga
who was Chief here: They gave him silver and goods.. There is part ®of the royal
BARLEY-HOUSE which is in Elephantine the fortress — they demolished (it) and buil[t] a wall
[in] the midst of the fortress of Elephantine....

(AT LEAST 3 LINES MISSING)
COLUMN 2
(CA. 3 LINES MISSING)

¢ And now, that wall (stands) built in the midst of the fortress.

There is a well which was built with[in] the flor]tress and (which) did not lack water to give
the garrison drink so that whenever they would be GARRISONED (there) *they would drink the
water in [th]at well. Those priests of Khnub stopped up that well.

If inquiry °be made of the judges, police and hearers who are appointed in the province of
Tshetres, °it would be [known] to our lord in accordance with this which we say.

Moreover, we are separated ....

(CA. 3 LINES ARE MISSING)
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“[...]ffzpny’ which are in Elephantine [the] fo[rtress ... '2...] we grew/increased [... '3...]
was not found in [.. '*..] to bring meal-offer[ing ... *...] to oFFER there to YHW [the]
Glod.... *°...] in which ...[... '7 ...] but a brazier [... '*...] the FITTINGS they took (and) [made
(them) their] own [....]

1B[1]f itpéeﬁsreLord, ... much [... ?...] we from/of the garrison [....]

*1[If it] please our lord, may [an order] be issued [... 22...] we.

If it [please our] 1ford ... 2..] they [pro]tect the things which[...?%...] to [build] our

[Temp]le which they demolished.
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Dion, “Types”, 569; Dion, “Lettre”, 547, 550-52, 563, 567; Fitzmyer, “Epistolography”, 186; Grelot, Documents, 398ff; Naveh,
““‘Aramaic Script”, 35; Porten, Archives, 29, 36, 43-53, 132, 201, 278f, 284, 294; Porten, “Jedaniah I”’, 171-73; Verger, Ricerche,
24f, 68.
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